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To the Right Reverend Father in 
God, and my ever honoured Lord, 
G © Y-D 0, by Divine Provi 
dence Lord Biſhop of Briftol, &c, | 


Right Reverend Father in God,7 
and my ever honoured Lord. © 
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FIYHOUGH' I am mot of the opinion 
| with that TFeſnit who profeſid, That | 


to ſet out to Sea in e Fempeſt , in 4 leaky| 


\wonld moſt readily obey : Tet I have ever | 


ons; but- rather without any nice diſtuſſion or 
examination, cheerfully to do what be 3s bid, 


if bis Superier ſbould command. bau| 


Veſſel, without Maſts, without Sails, without | 
Radder , without Archer, without Pilat , be| 


bad fach an awful reverence to tbe Commands 
of ſuch, in all things lawful, that T look upon | 
it as my duty rather to prevent than to di- 
ſpute the execution of them. Nor do I think 
it would become' any man bufily to enquire in- 
to the reaſons and grounds of ſuch Injuncii- 


For to be curious in ſifting the reaſons of the 
Cemmands of our Governours , to heſitate and. 


Ee -  ftick 
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flick at every thing that is enjoin'd; to think 
the ww of the Charge , becauſe we cannot 
ſound the cauſe or depth of it, * Delicata 
ſatis, immo nimis moleſta eſt hujuſcemodt 
obedientia,' Such a kjnd of Obedience 5s.\too 
nice and delicate, nay 'tis too troubleſome and 
offenſive, not to be ſuffered or endured, M 
Lord ! What IT here profeſs, I practiſe : Tour 
Lordſbip commanded this Sermon to be made 
publick ;, and it is done, without enquiring 
into the reaſons why. My Credit s 'ſecur'd by 
my Obedience; your Lordſbip's Approbation be- 
ing ſufficient to countenance it when it was 
Preacht, and your Patronage to prote&t it now 
it is Printed, Which if your Lordſbip ſball 
pouchſafe to do, it will both encourage me in 
my future Labours, and oblige me more and 
more to profeſs my ſelf, as I am already for 


ever 'bound/ to be, | 


' Your Lordſhips moſt humble 


and obedient Seryant, 


HAMNET WARD. 
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A VISITATION 


SERMON 


— 


t EPHES. III. Ver. 8. 


Unto me, who am leſs than the lea ri of all Saints, 
5s this grace given, 4 I ſhould preach among 


C briſt. 


1 HAT God ſo loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son Feſus C brift, 
that whoſoever believeth T im ſhould 

not periſh, but bave everlaſting life ; is a ooo 

ſtery ſo deep, that the Angels themſelves, 

though. they did neexxi4, ſtoop to pry into 

It, could not fathom. But that the Gentiles, 

who knew not God , that were ſtrangers and 

aliens to the Commonwealth of Ifracl, ſhould be 
likewiſe made fellow-Citizens with the Saints, 
and of the houſbold of God; This was that 
which the  Arch-Angels themſelves , the 
xs itiieu, the Principalities and Powers in 


| Heavenly Z 


the Gentiles the pb axrery. riches of 


1 Pet. 1-12, 


Epheſ.3.10. 


— 


 AVifnation- -Sermon. 


On _— 


Col. 


I, 26. 


Heavenly places could not of themſelves 
reach to underſtand, 

Our Apoſtle then being to unriddle this 
oreat Secret of Mans Salvation, to his Diſci- 
ples the Epheſians, could bethink himſelf 
of no better expedient than what he had 
made uſe of in all his Epiſtles to the reſt 
of the Churches, to- aſſure them That he 
was ſent from Cod, That he came not in his 
own Name, but in the Name of Ged;- which 
| he doth both in - the front of -this Epiſtle, 
[and in the words of my Text, but with an 
humble acknowledgment of his own | un- 
worthineſs, and an high admiration of Gods 
Goodneſs towards him, in making him. the 
Herald of fo _ a Merey, which hadJain 
ſo long bid from ages and generations :... To 


all Saints, is this grate given, that I 
preach among the Gentiles ihe unfrchbl 
riches of Chriſt. 

In which words we have thee particular 
chiefly obſervable. 

Firft, The low: reckoning which S.Paul here 
makes of himſelf, To we who amr leſs than 


the leaſt. 


Secondly, -Fhc Declaration: of his Com- 


— i ct 4. SE. 


+ (Gab he) whe ane Joſt thax the leaſt of 


miſſion. . 
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A Viftatiou-Sermon. 


million, and from whom he received it; To) 
me, who am leſs than the leaft, is this grace gi- 
wen,' that 1 may preach. i 

Thirdly, "The Perlons amongſt whom he 
was chiefly to exerciſe - this Commiſſion, 
the Gentiles, that I may preach among the 
Gentiles) - i 

And laſtly, The - ſubſtance or: burden of 
his Commiſſion, what he. was to preach, the 
unſearchable riches of 'Chriſe. 

To me who am; leſs than the leaſt, &c.| 
g ini, ever, to: me; here is an  empbaſts up- 
on the word', as we may gather from the 
Verles going before the Text ; Whereof I 
was made a Minifter ,, accordmmg to the Grace 
of God given to me, by the effeciual workzng 
of bis power: To me, who am leſs than the 
leaft of all Saiuts. But leſt this ſhould be 
too- little to ſet out his unworthineſs for ſo 
great an . Employment; by an elegant 
ouerereis he coins a word on purpoſe, which 


' [he thinks will fit no body . fo well as him- 


ſelf, inet 7s inaxoreriye , to we who am leſs than 
the leaſt; he forms a degree of compariſon 
beyond the ſuperlative ; "atz,:& was not 
cnOougn , but bexiriru@ Td yTor , leſs than the 
leaft of all. Some read it, inaxireripy werror 'Ameriver, 


A Viſttation-Sermon. 


leſs than the leaft of all the Apoſtles. Others, 
Terror 161 dylev, Leſs than the leaft of all Saints. 
But the bare words; as we read 

Paxirevigy adrrer , leſs than the leaft of all, will 
ſurely ſerve beſt to our Apoſtl's purpoſe, 
who intends nothing elſe but -to make him- 
ſelf appear as vile as he can, and utterly 
unworthy in himſelf for the diſpenſation of 


not only of all Samts, but of all, and o 
any thing that is good, is this Grace given. 

But how comes it to paſs that S. Paul 
lays himſelf here ſo low ? If we look upon 
him in ſome other of his Epiſtles, we ſhall 
find him altogether as high: In 2 Cor. 12. 
I1, he tells us, That he was wot behind 
16r Yap xls Ameciaey , the wery chiefeſt of the - A- 
poſiles, Nay, in 1 Cor. 15. 10, he 1s not a- 
fraid to tell you, That he laboured wwothgr, 
more abundantly than they all ; and yet here 
he is qaexiri]ucrs wdrrer , Teſs than the leaſt of 
all: How doth this agree ? This. ſeeming- 
contradiction the Bleſſed Saint himſelf fuffi- 
ciently clears in 2 Cor. 12. 11, he calls him- 
{elf a fool for thus glorying ; but withal he 
[tells the Corinthzans, that they had compell'd 


ſo great a Myſtery. To me who am heſ 
than the leaſt, not only of all the RT 


him; | 


A Viftation-Sermon. 


him; out of a holy yealouſfie over his Diſ-| 
ciples ( the Corinthians ) who ſeemed to make 
more -account - of . their falſe Teachers, the 
(Gnoſtick, Hereticks , thoſe primitive Conven- 
{ticlers,: than of him ; he 1s forc't to magnifie 
|his Apoſtleſhip, and the ſucceſs of his La- 
bours throughout the Churches, the more to 
win them to a reverend eſteem of his Do- 
{Atrine. That he had no end to exalt him- 
ſelf, appears. plainly by the cloſe of all 
thoſe places where he ſeems to trumpet his 
own praiſe, as in 2 Cor. 12. 11, I came not 
bebind ( faith he ) the chiefeſh Apoſtles, 
eve og Wir, yet | am nothing. And in 
x Cor. 15. 10, T hawe wrought more abun- 
dantly than they all ( faith he ) wi>%3, yet 
not-T, but the Grace of God that was with| 
me. | 

| Here then we may take out a leſſon of 
| Humility ; Whatſoever Endowments either 
[of Grace or Nature God hath beſtowed up- 
on us, not to make them a ſtep to ſet our 
ſelves higher in our conceits ; but rather 
'a means to. humble - us, and to ſee our 
own unworthineſs, Ons nobis relinquitur glo- 
riandi locus recordantibus omnia a Deo eſſe # 


ou St. Hilary : How can we boaſt our ſelves| 
B off 


A 


A: Faranen: Sermon. 


{who have-not attained to the leaſt meaſure of 


inf any thing "we bave, whilſt we —— 
that all we hawe comes from God ? If thisgreat 
'Veſſel of Eleftion. St. Paxl, who was TIS: 4 
irau#1@ , as Theophylaci ſpeaks of him; ſach a 
[Saint, me ſo great a Saint, doth yet  acknow- 
ledg himſelf leſs than the leaſt of all Saims ; 


1 
{how lowly ſhould we conceive of our ſelves, 


his  ftature- mn Chriſt? Our -great Lord: Je- 
lus muſt have all his Servants like himfelf ; | 


| {Learn of me ( faith he) for T am meek thd! 


Luke 1. 53. 


jlewly in beart, Mat. 11. 29. The lower 'we 
jeſteem. our ſelves, the fitter he thinks us for. 
{bis ſervice.: He loves not to cmploy {uch as 
{ſtand peremptorily upon their own Parts and 
|Abilities; that think themſelves fit to ſhare 
{with him in his Glory. He delights to fill. 
thoſe Veſſels that are moſt ſenſible of their 
own .emptineſs : The hungry be filleth with 
his good things, but. the rich be ſends empty: 
+1away, Tf we defire then to have our ler-| 
vices acceptable to Chriſt, we muſt take the 
Apoſtle's Advice which he gives us, Rom.1 2.3. 
ad Vadreutir war 3 If groprry” ENG pearciy os 76 gapgorcs 

[nat to think of our ſelves more highly than 
we onght to think , but to think ſobeely ; 


and let us efteem our felves as he does him- 
felt 


Saints";  * «this grace given ; \that 1 ſbould 


Gentiles , unleſs 'he could firſt ſettle” them 


A Vifuation-Sermon. 


ſelt here in the'Text, Tefithan 'the' leaft;” © | 

Thus much concerning the firſt particular 
obſerved in the words, The low. reckoning and 
eſteem that St: Paul had of himſelfi haſten 
now to the: ſecond, 7..e: The Declaration 'of 
his Commiſſion, and from whence he received 
it, To me blo. aak leſs than the leaſt of all 


preach, &c. Our Apoſtle had but {mall hopes 
of working.any good in the hearts of ' the 


in this affurance, That he was ſent” ffom 
God; and thetefore it:is that he {o often 
puts them.in mind\of it, not ' only in-this, 
but in the reſt of his Epiſtles. And here- 
in he follows the example of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, who, that he. {might add-the: greater 
weight to his Dodrine; often dechies) his 
Commiſſion which he had received from God 


cffeQually, as when it is delivered by thoſe 
who have received Authority From God: Fhe 
Grapes are but wild which ſpring from the 
Labours of thoſe men- which preſume to dig 
in 'Gods Vinyard without being-hired-;- and 
the feed hich they ſow, like Si of the: F- 
nemy in the Goſpel turns #l1\to Tares. 'He 


his Father. Gods Word never worketh fo| 


| B 2 that 


<< ——— 


Joh. 5. 43+ 


Mat. 13.25, 
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1 Pet. 2. 2. 


that cames to work in: Gods Harveſt withour 
Gods ſending him, is juſt as welcome as he 
that: comes to (feaſt with him, not having on 
his Wedding-garment. - God will: have his 
Churchy built by his own Work-men ; and 
his Metlages- proclaim'd by his' own Heralds. 
He needs no hot-zeaF'd Uzzahs to ſupport 
his Ark'; never loves he. to . employ: ſuch 
over-haſty Meſſengers as ' would run on his 
Errand before they be ſpoken to. The Milk 
of - Gods Word is «&r, ſincere; and muſt 
be.put into Veſſels of Gods own cafting, or 
elſe it may' be corrupted, and turn {owr, and 
prove-a ſawour of death unto death, inſtead of 
being a ſavor of life unto life. Saint Paul 
was one of ithoſe- choſen: Veſſels, he had a 
Midlion ;- and he tells you from whence, from 
the Grace. of, God; and fo ought every man to 
have, before he takes upon him the Author: 

bo preach Gods Word. Tis not. the excel- 
lency of Parts, inor the depth of Learning, 
din qualifie-aty man Calbciently. for this 
Sacred FunQion , without the ordinary Cal} 
and Commiſſion ; ſerled-in the Church: - by 
Chriſt.' Every Ifraelite or Lewite that was 
able to offer Sacrifice; was not therefore ad- 
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mitted ta that Office -; no, nance took that ho- 


nour 
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[nour to. themſelves, but ſuch as were called 


under the Goſpel, who hath never fo rich a 
Furniture of Gifts and Graces, be a right Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, where there is not a right Pa- 
tent or Commiſſion given in his Name b y due 


the ableſt States-man to take upon himſelf] 
' |the Office of an Envoy or Embaſlador, with- 
out a Commiſſion from the Prince whoſe ſub- 
jet he is; ſo 'tis an unſufferable affront of- 
fered to the Majeſty of Chriſt, for "= man! 
( be he otherwiſe never fo able ) r o pretend] 
the executing any Office in his Name without 
his Licenſe and Authority. St.Paxl was brought 
\up at the feet of Gamaliel, a learned Dodtor 
| of the Law, a man had in reputation among 
all the people : nay, he had a.far greater In- 
ſtruQer than Gamaliel, even God himſelf. He 
tells you in Gal. 1. 12, that he was v$&vezr& ; 

God was his School-Maſter, and the third Hea- 
\ven was his School. And yet this great Se- 
.cretary of God, if I may fo call him, is ſent 
(in the gth Chapter of the As) to- Anenias 


to be ordained, that he may lay his hands on| 


him, and fo fit him- for the Miniſtry of the 


Goſpel. Nay, more than this, in the 13th of 
the 


'of God, - as was f 322m Nor can any now 


Ordination. As it 1s no lefs than Treaſon for; 


| 


Aqs 5. 34+ 
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1 Tir, 4.14 


Biſhop Tay- 
lor io his 
Conſecrati- 
on Sermon 
at Dablix, 


the As, God doth, as it were, give him Inſti. 
tution and Induction by the hands of certain 
Prophets and Teachers, into the Church of 
the Gentiles. 

And thus hath God thought fit in all Ages 
of the Church , to qualifie thoſe whom he 
makes choice of for his Miniſters : Firſt, He 
with the Graces and Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, 
and then he ſets the Scal of the Church upon 


gives them an inward Call, furniſhing them! 


them, by laying on the hands of his Apoſiles, 
his Biſhops, unto whom only he hath commit- 
ted this Power ; Apoſtles, I fay, or Biſhops, 
call them which you pleaſe, for they are ſyno-' 
nomons,they are the ſame,whatever diſtinCtions 


| [thoſe Heſterni, as Tertull;an calls Praxeas, thoſe 


men of . yeſterday, have tound to the contrary, 
T6 Vp xaaupires $2:0nbTe5 ariuaelor dTo5inss ; {aich Thes- 
doret, Thoſe whom we now call B; ſbops were 
firſt called Apoſtles ; and to thele Apoſtles or 
Biſhops properly and ſolely belongs the Power 
of Ordination. St. Hierow, who ſometimes 
ſeems 'to lay Biſhops as low as he could, yet 
never adventured to take this from them, Quid 
facit Epiſcopns, - quod non facit Presbyter, ex- 
cepta Ordinatione ® VVhat can a Biſhop do 


that a Prieſt cannot (faith he), excepting only 


Ordi- 


is. Att 


_— 
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'Ordination, that he leaves ſtill annexr only to 
Epiſcopacy. 

| And this Power the Apoſiles, thole firſt Bi- 
ſhops, received from Chriſt, that neorewiozercs, as 
Tenatins ſales him ; that Anthenticus Dei Pa- 
tris Pontifex, as Tertullian calls him; The great 
| Biſbop of our ſouls, as the Apoſtle calls him : 
[Their Charter is recorded in bor 20. 21, Si- 
cut mrifit me Pater, As my Father hath ſent 
me, ſo ſend I you. 

' Andas they only received this Power from 
Chriſt, ſo they 2 exerciſed it, as it 1s evi- 
dent by the planting of the Church at Sama- 
ria, upon their converſion by Philip, where 
there wanted a Miniſtry ; Ct. Peter and St. Fob 
were ſent from Jeruſalem to do that which 
Philip, though a Presbyter , and one of the 
Seventy, could not do : Thele two Biſhops 
being arrived, by Prayer and ſolemn Impoli- 
'tion of hands, conferred on them the gift 
'of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 8. 14, 15,17. And 
'this Power which they thus received from 
(Chriſt, they left to their Snecetiors the Bi- 
ſhops, or Apoſiles, whom they chole, with a 
Sicut nos miſit Chriſtus , As Chriſt bath ſent 


us, ſo ſend we you. For this cauſe left I thee 
by Creet ( ſaith Saint Paul to Titus, whom, 
| "I 


I2»2t. Epilt. 
ad Magneſ, 


Te-tel, 4.'ib. 
contra Mir - 
cron. 


_ 
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trerew lid-3' God that we can yet ſay as Irenens did long 


he ordained Biſhop, it not Arch-Bithop there ) 
that thou ſbouldft ordain E'!ders in every City. 
For this left he Timothy at Epbeſus, its x»roteeier, 
for the laying on of his hands. For this caule 
left they Clemens. at Rome, Mark at Alexan- 
dria, Ignating at Antioch, Epaphbroditns at Phi- 
lippi, Polycarp at Smyrna: All which . (iff 
there be. any faith in Chriſtians that gave 
their lives for a Teſtimony to the Faith; and, 
unleſs we take all the Church-Hiſtories for ſo, 
many Romances ) were Biſhops fixt in their {e- 
| veral Dioceſes, executing this Power of Ordi- 
nation, as properly belonging to them, Ad bac 
| viventibus, > approbantibus Apoſtolss, The A- 
| poſiles themſelves, many of them, being yet 
alive to ſee this done ;. nay, they themſelves 


| doing it, and approving it. And bleſſed be 


o, Habemus annumerare eos qui. ab Apoftolss 
inftituti ſunt Epiſcopi, + ſucceſſores eorum 
«ſq; ad nos, That notwithſtanding all oppoſi- 
tion, God hath preſerved a Succeflion of. Bi- 
ſhops from the Apoſtles days unto ours, to or- 
| dain ſuch as he picks out to ſerve at his Al- 
tar. 
| VVhat ſhall we ſay then of thoſe Diotrephes's, 
; of our times, that fain would have ſome prz- 

eminence 


———_—I 
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'open the dores to come in, 'and  ſo'commit 
' Burelary (for it 15no better) in the Houſe o 
Cod : That with a few ſhreads” of fecond- 
hand-Learning, and a per{waſion trom the De- 
vil of their own ſufficiency, think this enough 
to ſet up their ſhops in their Synagogues, and 
[there to vent their falſe VVares, and foifted 


Others there are, who deſerve Chriſts whi p 
2s well as the former; who though they break 
not oper: the dores'of the Church, yet they can- 
not be contented to" go 1n at the old Dores, 
they muſt make new ones of their own,orthey'l 
not come there; ſuch as are ſatisfied of the necel(- 


eminence in the» Church , bur would break | 


firy of this outwardCall, but think not aTimoethy, 
a Titws (no, nor St. Panl neither, donbtlefs, if | 
he were living ) ſuthcient to ordain them; but | 


from a Cabal or Clajſis of Prezbjters, a pack of 
Fanatickg, a Conventicle of Schiſmaticks (tor 
fo I may juſtly call all fuch as thus ſeparate 
themſelves frdm this Ancient Order of the 
Church ), rather than from thoſe whom Cod 


they muſt rather chuſe to receive a Commitllion | 


hath ſer apart for this Sacred Office : V Vhat is 
this but: iyewale,, as the Council of Chalcedon 
callsir? an abſolute Sacriledg,thus to remove 


| F: the | 


— 
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Ror. 13.2, 


the bound-ſones - of the Church. VVhart are 
theſe but a new off- -ſpring o of the old Heretick 
Aerins, whom theretore Epipbanins accounted 
one of the- moſt giddy-brain'd Hereticks thar 
ever was, for maintaining that Biſbops and Pres- 
byters were all one. VVhat may be faidin fa- 
vour of their Tranſmearine Brethren , I know 
not ; but for theſe thar live amongſt Biſhops, 
and yet {eek their Ordination from Presbyrers, 
what rare-gifted men foeyver they may be e- 
ſteemed among themſelves, and what Dignity 
foever they may attain to in the Kirk, I am ſure 


Church ; and were they to be tried at the Bar 
of Antiquity, they could never be found 'to 
be of the Tribe of Lewi, unlels it were in the 


ſaying ; and left thus ics ſting the Ordinance 

of God they receive to theml: (cIres Damnation. 
VVe ſee how dire&ly contrary theſe men walk 
to the Example of our —_— here'; who 
chough call'd immediately b be Chriſt, yet was 
content to take his Commitiion from the hands 
of ſuch whom Chriſt had: delegared for that 


C like thoſe Renegado's in our Church who re- 
nounce 


purpoſe ;/ and he is fo tar from diſowning it 


they can have no place allowed chews in Chrifts 


Company of Korab; bind let all ſuch Chaurch-: 
Robbers take heed they peri iſh not in his gain- 
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this Sacred FunQion were duly conſidered, as 
ir would not be (o raſhly undertaken, as it| 


| ginning it Was uot 


A VijuaineSemen. 


nounce: their Ordiuation ) that he thinks. it a) 
\xde., A dere, 4 ſpecial grace and favonr. 
And indeed, if the weight and. dignity of 


is by {ome ; ſo it would not be fo lightly 
made of, as it is by others. But from the be. 

þ. Profuit olim dicere civis 
Romanus ſur, faith Cicero: It was once an 
advantage to fay, I am a Citizen of Rome : 
And St. Pax! you know found it fo. So, pro- 
fuit olim, 'twas heretofore a credit to ſay, 1 
'a12 a Clergy-man ; though now they are lookt 
upon by ſome «; vrqualdgud]e, y T14iua}e: 54 xbows 
but as tbe off-ſcouring of” the world. There was 
a time when the people, like the Galatians, 
were ready to pluck out their own eyes to 
do their Miniſter any . g There was a 
time - when a Clergy-man - could not he 
brought before any Secular Judg. There 
was a time when the -C] was free from 


was a time when if a Lay-man on Horſe- 
back met a —_— on foot upon the 
road, he was to a-light from his Horſe, and 
{alure him with a ws cxxtpn t I forbear to 


all publick Taxes and Payments. There] 


tranſlate the words , Jeſt they "might ſound 
| G2 t09 


— 


As 23. 29. 
! 
t Cor.q.13. 


Gal.4.15. 


2 Concil. - | 
Matiſcon. 
Can.9,10,15 


I6Jor. Pela. 


lib. 1. Evil. f 
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Luke 10,16 


Rem.x 5-17. 


dcfire to have all theſe Priviledges reſtor d* to 


;too harlh to ſome, or paraſitical to others. VVe 
cannot hope, nor indeed ſcarce with modeſty 


us ; yet we may expect men ſhould look up- 
on us as the Miniſters of Chriſt; that they 
ſhould efteem ns, and that bighly, for- our works 
ſake. Let men remember, that Chriſt, who 
faid, As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you ; 
hath alſo ſaid, He that defþiſeth you, deſpiſeth 
me ; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth bim that 
ſent me. The Apoſtle rheretore commands 
Titus exprelly , Tit. 2: T5, kde; 67 mepetperetrs., 


men any juſt occaſion to undervalue us, ſo 
we muſt ſtand up to maintain the dignity of 
our Office. + Though we muſt not ( as Leo 
ſaid) ſuperbire de merito, be blown up with'a 
high conceit of our own merit or ſufficiency, 
yet we may with our Apoſtle here, gandere de 
dono, 'glory in our Callings. V Vhen he Joukt 
upon himlelt as of. himfelt, he accopnts him- 
(elf leſs than the leaft ; but when he looks up- 
on himlſclt as Chniſts. Mefſenger , he doth 
Exe xauvy noir glory mn the Employment 3 and 
thanks Cod moſt heartily that he thought him 
worthy to put him 1nto the Miniſtry, though 


| 


it were but © 7% in., among(t the Gentiles. 


Let no man deſpiſe thee. As we muſt not give; 


And 


— 


2 
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[And this minds; me'pf- the, third}, particular; 
/obſerved in the words ;. The p3rſons amangſt 
whom St. Paul was to execciſe his Commiſion, 
"tWAS ir 73:5 h,c6 among ſt the Gentiles, To Me 
who am lefs than; the leaſt of all, Saints, 3s this 
grace given, that I ſhould preach among” the 
Gentiles. God. indeed had made St. Paul. a 
debtor to the Few as well as to the Gentile; and: 
we read in Acts 26. 20, that he | tells King 
Acrippa, That he had opened his Commiſſion 
firſt inn the- Synagogue of the Fews at Damaſ- 
'cus, Jeruſalem, Salamis, and Antioch in Piſi- 
dia, ASis 13. 5, 14 And fo long taught he 
among them, till he ſaw that all. his labour 
'was but loſt; till inſtead of believing, they | 
fell to. blaſpheming, aud judged themſelves 
unworthy of everlaſting life.;,, and at length. 
:not intreated him as they did our Saviour, 
but compell'd him to leave their Coaſts :| 
Then - indeed be ſbook off the duſt of his feet Ats 18. 

. \againft them, and was forbidden by. the Holy 

Ghoſt to preach the word any more . amongſt 

'them. After this, St. Peter and St. Paxl 

'made, .as it were, but two great Diocelles. 

'of the whole Church. The Goſpel of the As 16. 6. 
Circumciſion was delivered ro St: Peter; and! 

hs Golpel of the MVncircumciſio! to St.Paul, | 

And 
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And certainly, 1 St. Panel muſt preach firſt 
ro the Fews, that they might be left inex- 
cuſable, and not plead, That perhaps they 
might have been converted, it they had had 
a®Panl for their Teacher; yer thar God had 
chiefly defigned hm for the Gentiles, is mas 
niteſt by that which God © firſt declar'd to 


————_ 


him. in a viſion, AGs 22. 21. Depart, for 1 
[88 Jend thee far hence nnto the Gentil:s - 
And therefore we find. St. Paul calls himtclt, 


where, ifrov *Awicacr, Rom.15.15. 2 Tim. 


| Prazorles wi fn3efe , T am ( (aith he) the Apoſtle! 
of the Gemtiles, and I magnifie mine Office , 
'He glories in the Employment : God thinks 
'fir to {end him to the Gentiles, and he 
was ready to go; he bows his back wil- 
lingly to receive that burden which -Ged 
thought fir to lay on him. 

Gods Miniſters muſt not be their own 


to- come when he calls them, and to go 
when and vyhither he bids them. Jonah 
muſt leave his ovvn Countrey to go ro Ni- 
neveb , from the Children of Iſrael to the 
[Children of Aſſrr. And Sr. Paul muſt leave 
[Tarſns in Cilicia, no mean City, vyhere he 


. VVas; 


p "wg nn 


eve 
68,1 1. And in Rem. a ce IhrGy *Awicenory)| 


chufers ; God will have them at his beck, | 
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A Viſitation" Sermon 


vvas born, and the lot of Gods ovvn Inhe- 
citance, the Church of the Jews ,'to go to, 
the Gentiles , which neither knew him 'nor, 
'God. A large Dioceſs he had, almoſt as|_ 
oreat as Noab's, the whole Farth ;/ yet as large 
as it was, and as dark too, he carried a light 
with him that he knew would overſpread it all, 
a light which God made on purpoleto lighten| Luke 1. 79., 
'the Gentiles, to give light to them which ſate 
in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, and | 
to guide their feet into the way of peace. - His 
journey was large that he had to go, but| 
God thooes him on purpoſe for it. He had 
his feet ſbod with the preparation of the Goſpel. ph.s.15. 
And now Deng thus . provided with theſe 


| 
| 
| 
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{hooes on his feer, and this light ins his hand, 
ſee how he beſtirs himſelf ; what frequent vi- 
litations he makes to all his' Churches , and 
whither he cannot go, he ſends. It would 
even tire your very thoughts to follow him in 
his Journeys and Voyages; from his ſwiftneſs 
and alacrity in Gods ſervice, one might think 
he had borrowed Wings from {ome Cherub 
whiles he was in the third Heaven ; from the|2 Cor.12.2. 
many places where he fetled the Goſpel in fo 
ſhort a time, one would judg him to have had| 
[corpus quoddam crywiiis, as Origen ſpeaks, 
{ | that | 
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Acts 27. 14 
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Acts 20.23» 


Pi. I* T3 


| Sufferings were ye far gr cater ; If he be at 


{of his Journeys may be made a great Map; 


1him.; and to ſuffer all, things too, being ready 


_thatthe_ had been almoſt every whereart once; 


and doubt, as. himſelf did once, whether be 
were in the body, or ont of the body. | 
But rhough his Labours , were fo great, his 


Sea, an Euroclydon follows him; Tt on ſhore, 
he -is perſecuted , affiicied,, tormented ; ſcoffs, 
and. taunts, and bonds, and impriſonments, 
the dungeon, and the flocks , and the whip- 
\ping-poſt did abide him in every City. As 


ſo of his, Sufferings might be made a large 
Martyrology ; an Epitome whereof he hath; 
himſelf given us, 2.Cor. «#1. All theſe Diffi- 
cultics: did this-great Apoſtle chearfully paſs 
through ,. that the might faithfully diſcharge 
that Commiſſion which he had received from 
Chriſt. He carried a: Treaſure which he knew 
could not be loſt; a Light, which the Prince 
of. the Air; could he bave join'd all the Winds 
1n.one;, could not. blow out. This made him 
£&.on. vvith ſuch a: courage. This made him 


able to do all things through God that firengthened 
not :ozly, to. be bound, but to dye alſo for the 


Aﬀts 21.13. Name of the -Lord Feſus. 


Let -us-. then take this great Servant of 
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{peR'of miſery, perfecation, apd aMi 
hy {ſee before us as erhy Ks* the | 


'gather over" our heads'as if (night x ſtoifA%vver>| 


"Chat for our 'c&am le. * WI harever- Tad Pro. 
on; we 


ods 


coming) 3 ; yet Jerns's ny of vvith courage, and' 
diligence, and chearfulnels, 1 inthe: vvytks ..d our: 


;oreat Calling ;' and be carefiiÞ! hots 


td 


feed,” butt'to defend out 'FI0d82\"] at 4 
be afraid of 'Lions in the yvay that'Col [erids 


[US ; bur if any fuch' come'to-take'a Lamb our 
of our Fold, let us (vvith' Divid) take ther 
by the, beards” and do vyhat''vye cam to'de- 
liver them out' of theit” mouths. '1f" iny wild 
[Bores out of the Wood break in upon tis,” to 


ay waſte the Field of 'the Church ; let us do 
what we cat 'to break” their tusks, and: to'put 


owis the Fields of Tarcy which they 
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crinds } in their friouts that they iiay not 'root 
up Gods Heritage, 'It any ſubtil Foxes come 
[to ſpoil the Grapes of thoſe Vineyards God 
[och given ns' the charge of, let. us do' what 
'we can, with Sampſon, to tye them together 
with fre.brands at their tayls, and drive them 
1nto their own Corn , that they may | burn 


them- 


{elves have ſown, ' If any ſuch  Fnemies of 
'Chriſts Church come to-hinder us in our La- 


bours, let ns not! be diſcouraged, but with- 


Nand! 


1 Sam. 17.35 


Plal. 80. 13. 


Cant. 2.15. 


Judg. 1544+ 


A Vifttation-Sermon. 


ſtand them: to the faces , and not give 
place, no, not for an hour. Let ws iney: 
earneſtly contend - for the. faith once delivered' 
the Saints ; and not part with. one prain 
it, no, not to:{ave our lives. ' Let us remem- 
ber that our great Maſter,. the great Captain 
of: onr ſalvatzon,. ſtands by us to ſecond us, 
and that through him we are ſure to be more! 
than Conquerors... Let us not run to ſhade! 
then, if the Sun. ſhould ſcorch .us whnlſt we 
are: Jabouring in Gods Harveſt, nor murmur if 
with Facob,whilſt we are watching our Flocks, 
the. drought ſhould conſume us by day, and! 
the froſt by night. Like good- Soldiers of 
Chriſt, let us leara to endure hardneſs. Let! 
us.not hide. our Lights then, tor fear, under! 
a buthel, nor bury our Talents, for lazinek, 


naudo, as Mr. Calvin ſpeaks; unto which let 


-'**] me add wiverdo too; By Dofrine , by Re-| 


proof, by Infiruction, by -Correcion, and by 
a ſtri&, godly, and religious Life and Con- 
verſation ;- and then letus know, that our la- 
bour will not be in wain in the Lord. Let: us| 
but manage the” Stock which God hath put in- 


to our bands, to. his Churches beſt advantage, 


and} 


A AA 


in a napkin; but be inſtant in ſeaſon and; 
| out of ſeaſon, docendo, jubends, monendo, mi-; 


A Viſtation-Seron.. 


rers in theſe Riches, even the unſearchable Ri-] 
(ches of Chriſt. Which brings-me to the laſt 
\Particular obſerved in the words, The Burden 
or Subſtance of St. Pen['s Commillion, the un- 
bable riches of Chriſt. 
| And was this St. Pax s Commiſſion ? VVas 
this the Treaſure he was put in truſt with?No 
leſs than the xxſearchable riches of Chriſk VVe 
cannot wonder then, that he doth «dw mag-} 
nific his Office : VVho would not gladly. en- 
dure thongs, ſtripes, ſtones, any thing, to be 
Gods Almoner 2 To be the Treaſurer of ſuch: 
nfeerchable riches, unſearchable, inexhauſti- 
ble] Riches. The Apoſtle wants words to ex- 
(preſs them. In the firſt Chapter of this Epi- 
ttle, verſe the 18, he calls | waJ]er Tis Hits, 
the riches of Gods glory. In the ſecond Chap- 
[ter at the fourth vyerle, mnirw & IG : the riches 
lof bis mercy : In the ſame Chapter at the 7th 
verſe, eairee Tx x4ew@ » the riches of his grace :' 
Glorious: Merciful, Gracious Riches ; and yet 
all theſe too little : and therefore he calls them 
tere in the Text, as well he might, atre arntex- 
ew, xnſearchable, uninveſtigable riches ; Riches 
brought us throngh ſuch a Labyrinth of Mer-! 
ces and Miracles, that no -Clue of Reaſon: 
D 2 could | 


- we may be affur'd we ſhall be large ſha- 
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| could-reath to ':diſcover; ;ryed- -up:in fuch i 


— 


Gordian, True-lovers-kpot ot God's own knit 
ting, that none þur the Spirit of 'God could 
untye:: Riches digged our of the ineſpuitlad 
ble: Myne-: of God's \unfpeakable Love to 
Mankind : An Oceamoof. V Vealth, riſing aol 
trom.the {ecrer Springs of God's Mercy in 
Chriſt. ] 

And. therefore the Apoſile had juſt. reaſon 
to: call-them, as -he does, the: Riches: of Go 
tor> they . are his' indeed. and: only: his ; he) 
offered .up his whole Body to: be calcined in 


the Furnace | of his. Suffennigs, that: he might! 


caſtcit all into,-chis Coyn 5; not'a. piece in the 
, whole: cndlets, numberleſs: Sum, but bears the 


cinfure of =_ Blood.” God would receive no 


| Payment for manis Ranſome, bur in this Me- 


tal : \ The Blaod' ot! rhe: moſt glorious Szints 
and . Martyrs-(«thoughr very: precious in God's 
light ),”- was of too baſe | an _y to mingle 
with it. -. 

'Twas - the: Blood ,of  Chrift only., the 
Blood of: one that was: God, could darisfic this 
Debe;.and Chriſt himfelt was willing to have: 
it {0.: /; O-che unſearchable Riches of Chriſt!) 


well may ap Angels:ſtand amazed: to behold: 
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watch over the Souls'of our Brethren; and 


ſearchable are bis 


paſt finding out | 


Bur are we t 


variegated intricacy of Gods Loye to mankind! 
That man ſhould-ſin and not 'ſuffer, Chriſt) 
ſhould ſuffer and-not ſin; and that man ſhould 
thus be made fich with the price of, his {uffer- 
ings, O 8% ! Othe-depthof the;Riches not| 
only of 'the Wiſdom and Knowledg, but of 
the Goodneſs and Mercy off God ! -How un- 


Judgments 5 and- bis - Ways. Rom.11.33. 


hen whom God hath choſen 
tor the Miniſtry of his Goſpel, the Stewards 
of theſe unſearchable Riches £ O quam grande. 
munns'! 0 quam grave onxs! Sure then our: 
Dignity is not {fo great, but our ' Charge is 
yet greater | 

_ Onid ego infelix, faith - St, Bernard, quo me-Bern. Ser. de 
verjam. fi tantum Theſaurum, tam pretioſum de- 
| poſitem cont igerit negkagentins CH ſtodire - Owhat| 
ſhall we do, what will become of us, if we 
'do not- diligently and faithtully diſpoſe of 
'this rich Treaſure committed unto us'!! Nex 
.eft mibi dicere cum Caino, Nunguid Cuſios fra- 
tris mei” ſum ego © We cannot lay with Cain, 
'Am | my brothers keeper © For we are let to 


7 entun, 


Heb. 3. 17. 


we are the Keepers of thele Riches tor 'their | 


'wle: 


We muſt not oaly give: an account tor | 
Our | 
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<2 ad Va 
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our own Talents, = of the Talents which we 
have received for them 'too. We are not: 
only breriues, Ot 5: 'but we are iry<dnlilec, 
exaHores: We maſt not only deal out this Trea- 
fure, but we muſt take an account of them 


to whom we have delivered it, and vive it 


in to our great: Lord and Maſter, who will 
furely one day fay unto every one of us, 
_— an account of thy Stewardſhip. -O mud | 

"I diff cilins, quid laborioſins , ni 
periculofins ? faith Saint Auſtin, Whar ak 6 can 
there be more dithcult® What condition more. 
dangerous ? Si ftillantem in crace Domini fan-. 


gxinem collegiſſem ( \aith Saint Bernard ) cſ- 


ſetque < - rtns penes me in vaſe -witreo, quod | 


portari ſ.cpins oporteret, quid animi, babiturus 
efſem in tanto Diſerimine? OS certe bunc- fer- 
wvandum accepi. If 1 hagh taken the 'blood 
of Chriſt mickling irom the Crofs into a 
Veſſel of Earth or Glaſs, which I muſt have 
carried with me alſo whitherſvever T had gone, 
O what hearr'could I have had under ſo great 


| 


a Charge ? Yer this we have received in truſt, 
even all the Merits of Chriſts Blood, and 
this we carry about us in Vellels weaker and, 


more brittle than either earth or glaſs; O with | | 
; what care then, with whatu prightneſs,with what 
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circumſ{peGion ought we to'walk in the dif- 
charge of this weighty Calling ! «#3, faith 
the Apoſile, who is —_— for theſe things ? 
St bag © 754/K eft ratio de bis que quiſque geſſit 
in corpore ſuo, bex | quid fiet de: his, que quiſ- 
que geſſet in corpore Chriſti ? ſaith St. Bernard. 


2 Cor. 2. 16.] 


Brry. 


mon? ad cle- 


count for what he hath done in his own' 
body, how: hard wilt then be for us who; 
_ give an account for what we have done! 
| in the of Chriſt, which is the Church ? 
If Facob found it fo. great a preſſure to an- 
| {wer his Unckle Laban for every Sheep that 
| was ſtolen, and every Lamb that vvas torn 
| by the yvild beaſt ; O hoyv ſhall vye anſyyer 
our great Maſter, if any of thoſe Sheep pe- 
fiſh through our negligence, over vvhich the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made us Overſeers ? O the 


{ad yvo denounc't againſt ſuch evil Steyvards !| 


If it be fo hard for every one to give an ac- 


cnt them aſunder, and give them their- portion 


with hypocrites, where ſball be weeping &+ 
gnaſbing of teeth. But though the vveight of 
this duty lye ſo heavy upon us, yet are not 
you free from the burden ; though vve muſt 
give an account. for our ſelves and you; yet. 
[1t will be expe&ed you ſhould give an account | 
| | for | 
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Yed. 2. 3+ 


Rom.2. <. 


Mar. 13+ 45+ 


Prov. 3. 14. 


toelyorir felves tov. © As there 15 a vvo againſt! 
[u8;/1f vve-preich not the Goſpel ; 
1 Pet. 4+ 17s; \n a vu agataſt.you,: it you obey 


ſo © there 
not the, Go(” 
pel. - Our: milcry-indeed-muſt be unſpeakable, 
if vye; nevle& the Gift thac is in us; but then 
bovy-can- you' eſcape if you negle& fo great: 
(Salvation: ? Our Judgmenr vvill be intolerable; 
if yve make you not'a render of theſe un- 
ſearchable Riches 3 but 'if you! defpile the 
Riches of ' Gods Grace, you will ireaſure up 
[unto your ſelves wratb 2gaiuſt the day of wrath, 
and the revelation of the righteous udgm: nt 
'of God, who will render unto. every man accor- 
ding to bis deeds. O then, -as you love your 
Souls, labour to make theſe: Riches your ovvn; 
bring but Faith and a contrite Heart, and you 
may be as rich as you will. 
'vvide Merchant, fell: all you” have, all your 
laſts, all your fiaful pleatures and delights, 
to buy this Pearl, WR all chings bur vx6 Sake, 
drols and' dung 12 compariſon of | this Trea- 
fare. The merchandiſe of it is better than 
the merchandife of fulyzr ( {aith the VViſeman) 
aud the gain thereof than fine gold. And all 
[the things you can defire are 'notto be com- 
| pared unto it. - O ſeek: it then vvhilesit may 


be tound, ay, and that you may be ſure to 
find 


Be then like the] 
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find it when you ſeek 1 it; ſeek it tov where it- 


Treaſure is; and Chriſt is no where bur in! 


'Store-houle, his Treaſury ; : and (his Miniſters 
are. the Keepers of this Store, the Treaſurers: 
of this Exchequer. You will meet with ſome! 
'Huckſters- out of the Church, that' would fain! 
| make Merchandiſe of your Souls, which 'pre-| 
, tend they have the difpoling of theſe nuſearch-| 
ble. Riches, but believe them nor, go not af-' 


3 
; ter them, they are bur Merchant-Adyenturers 
r 


f 


in Religion, and will bring you nothing- but] 


;| Wl Opbir ; what they deal out to you, is of their 
own coining, or elſe is clipt or adulterated,; 
e| W.the Decus'&> Tutamen of it is gone, it bears 
ir} W'not on it the Image and Superſcription - of 
s,\ WM Chriſt. 

< Chriſt conveys theſe Riches to us by the 
-| WO Preaching of the Goſpel, and he will have 
n| W cone preach but ſach as are ſent : He gives 
1)| Wus this Treaſure in the | ſincere milk, of the 
n Bf xd, and this he will have us draw from the! 
n-| Wbrcaſis of his Church. Now there-/are ; many 
y| Wbar: pretend to this, Title, thar lay , Here 5s 


under- 


'may be found. | VV bers Chriſt is, there this: 


the Church : The Church is his, y«/paduws, his) 


———— 


_ Apes and Peacocks, inftead 'of this Gold of\ 1 King, 10. 


22, 
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co] MClri/t,” and there is CE riſt ; many that will! Mar. 24.23; 
E 


nd| 


.\ 


- LI —_—c———» 0 .o- © a. at... at. a OR 


__n=_— 


—— __—__ — 


A Vifttation-Sermon. 


- 990 - 0—— o- eas -—_ 
- 
F 


Lacan. & 
gravis in 
| —_— 
UTgens 

; caput Am- 
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undertake to nurſe you, and to oive 
ithis Milk ; but be nor deluded, Þ befeec 
be not drawn away. by the lights and cunning 


—_ .4 


ou of 
you; 


craftineſs of ſuch as-Iye in wait to deceive you, 

The : Church : of Roxre offers . to, be your 
Nuzſe, I know ; and fhe. was indeed a good 
Nurſe whiles ſhe kept her firſt Loye;. bur 
now. her Ulcerous and Impoſtumated Dugs if 
{ve our only the Icharous Juice of Idolatry 
and Superſtition. There 1s a, young Harlotry 
Strumpet too. lately delivered amongſt us of 
an, Ampbazbena, a Viper with two Heads, hiſ. 
fing- out: Presbytery at one end,and Independency! 
with alh kind of Fanatic:ſm,.at the other; and 
this Hag holds out her wanton and adulterated 
Paps, and offers to. give you ſuck too.:: But 
take heed, as you love your lives, take heed ; 
flye from. the face of this Viper, as from the! 
face of the Wiſe-man's Serpent; for if ye 
come but near, it wilt bite ye ; the teeth thereof 
are as the teeth of a Lion, ſlaying the ſouls of 
men: Her Milk (we have found. it by too ſad 
experience) is the wery poyſon of Aſps. 

Both theſe arc equally dangerous , they will 
either. poyſon or ſtarve your Souls. Shall 1 | 
wilb. you a Nure then , whol(c Breaſts you 
A vvholſom., chaſt, and 


may ſafely drayy ? 


tender 
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tender Nurſe ? VVhy, 'tis your Mother the 
Church of England; que wos gemeit, que wos 
aluit, that gave you your ſecond Birth, that 
hath nouriſhed and brought you up carefully 
ever ſince. Her Breaſts are as beauteous, and 
as full of Milk as ever; of this «477. this 
ſincere, uncorrupted Milk , that will make 
you not only wiſe, but rich unto Salvation ; 
in the ftrength whereof you ſhall become 
perfe&t men in Chriſt Jeſus, and be fat and 
well-liking in the ſight of God, and at length 
arrive to the height of the meaſure of the ſta- 
ture in Chriſt. Thus ſhall we all give up 
our Acconnts with joy,. and be made partakers 
together of theſe 'unſearchable Riches. Thus 
both the Shepherds and the Sheep ſhall- be (et 
on Chriſt's right hand, and be tranſlated from 
death 1o life, from the Ri-hes of his Grace, 
to the Riches of his Glory ; from the boſom 


ſing perpetual Hallelajabs, praiſing God, and 


ſaying, Honour, and Praiſe, and Powcr, be unto 


for evermore. Amen. 


FINIS. 
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of the Church-Militant, to the boſom of the! 


Church-Triumphant in HeaYen,where we ſhall 


bim that fits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb 
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